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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Rural  Electrification  Administration 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 


£  LECTRIC  ENGINEERING  COMMITTEE 
Summary  of  Meeting  No.  3 


Monday,  September  20,  1954;  9:30  a.m.  -  12:00 
Room  1349,  South  Building,  USDA 
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(NC)  C.  L.  Hollister (W) 

P.  Stokely 

(sw) 

K.. _D.it low.  Chairman 

A.  Loetterle, 

Sect et ary 

R.  M.  Gaver 
W.  E.  Rushlow 
W.  Woehler 
D.  A.  Wicker 


The  Chairman  convened  the  meeting  with  a  request  for  comments  on  the  summary 
of  Meeting  No.  2.  The  secretary  was  requested  to  briefly  review  the  agenda 
items  discussed  at  the  previous  meeting.  Following  the  review  there  was  a 
brief  discussion  concerning'  the  summary  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  summary 
wa£  satisfactory. 


Agenda  Item  No.  9«  "Topics  for  possible  inclusion  on  the  program  for  the 

Technical  Training  Meetings  for  Washington  Engineering 
Personnel  (Electric  Program)" 

The  Chairman  introduced  the  agenda  item  for  discussion.  The  possibility  of 
having  one  of  the  topics  to  foe  presented  at  the  January  Technical  Field  Con¬ 
ference  ready  for  the  next  Training  Meeting  was  considered.  The  Chairman 
mentioned  the  possibility ' of  having  Mr.  Amadon  or  Mr.  Thompson  give  the  talks 
they  are  preparing  for  the  Technical  Conference. 

There  followed  some  discussion  concerning  the  seriousness  of  the  pole  main¬ 
tenance  problem,  particularly  in  the  North  Central  and  Western  Areas  and  the 
appropriateness  of  a  talk  by  Mr.  Amadon  at  this  time.  All  were  in  favor  of 
such  a  talk  if  it  could  be  arranged. 


It  was  agreed  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  proceed  with  the  plan  of  presenting 
the  Washington  engineering  staff  the  topics  that  have  been  presented  and  will 
be  presented  at  the  technical  field  conferences. 

Agenda  Item  No.  10.  "Summary  of  construction  costs  for  distribution  and  trans¬ 
mission  lines  and  substations." 

Mr.  Woehler  has  been  working  for  sometime  on  the  project  identified  by  the 
title  above.  The  project  is  nearly  complete  and  he  was  invited  to  attend 
this  meeting  to  give  the  members  some  information  concerning  fois  project. 

Mr,  Woehler  explained  that  the  cost  figures  in  the  tabulations  were  based  on 
final  inventories  received  within  the  past  two  years  and  that  the  prices  are 
average  for  the  nation  which  have  been  adjusted  to  today1 s  price  level.  Draft 
copies  of  the  tabulations  were  distributed  and  there  was  considerable  discus¬ 
sion  concerning  their  composition  and  the  data  included  in  the  tabulations. 
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^genda  Item  No.  15.  ’’Aluminum  Coated  Guy  Wire”  ( Ac co-Alumanized)( Hot-Dip 

Coated  Steel  Wire) 

Mr.  Wicker  informed  the  committee  of  an  application  submitted  by  the  Page 
Steel  and  Wire  Division  of  the  American  Chain  and  Cable  Company  for  acceptance 
of  their  "alumanized"  steel  wire.  The  wire  is  coated  with  aluminum  which  is 
applied  by  a  dipping  process.  The  application  will  not  be  presented  to  the 
Technical  Standards  Committee.  Approval  has  been  given  to  allow  the  company 
to  sell  a  maximum  of  2000  feet  to  any  borrower  and  the  company  is  required  to 
keep  record  of  all  sales  showing  the  amount  sold  and  the  name  of  the  purchaser. 
There  was  some  discussion  concerning  the  above  information  supplied  by 
Mr.  Wicker  which  resulted  in  general  concurrence  in  the  action  taken. 

Agenda  Item  No.  16.  "Secondary  Losses" 

It  was  decided  to  postpone  discussion  of  this  item  until  the  next  meeting  and 
proceed  to  the  next  item. 

Agenda  Item  No.  17.  "Recent  Developments  in  Staff  Engineering" 

Review  of  0  &  M  Reports 

The  Chairman  reported  that  the  Electric  Engineering  Division  will  soon  be 
making  a  special  analysis  of  the  0  &  M  reports  submitted  within  the  past  year. 
He  stated  that  in  order  to  be  sure  that  all  reports  are  reviewed  the  area 
offices  will  be  visited  to  obtain  copies  of  reports  that  are  not  available 
in  the  files  of  the  Engineering  Division. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  approximately  12:00  Noon,  and  the  next  meeting  is  to 
be  held  on  call  by  the  Chairman. 
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